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them kindly, and held on the third day a great festival, in
which he caused the Greek scholars to sit at his right and
the Hindus at his left hand. They carried on scientific
discussions with each other, after the termination whereof
the Greeks asked for the promised gifts, which Kyd readily
delivered to them, together with many other presents of
fine clothes and curiosities. On their arrival at the court
of Eskandar, they brought him the above-mentioned gifts,
and he admired first of all the great beauty of the lady;
then he set about trying the philosopher as follows : He
sent him a jug full of oil. Into this the philosopher
looked, and after dropping many needles into it, sent it
back to Eskandar. The latter then ordered the needles
to be melted into a ball, which he despatched to the
philosopher, who shaped it into a mirror, which having
been brought to Eskandar, he threw it into a basin full of
water, and despatched it to the sage, who thereon shaped
the mirror into a cup, which he caused to swim in the
basin, and sent it back to Eskandar, who in his turn filled
the cup with earth, and despatched it to the sage. When
the philosopher perceived the earth he wept, lamented,
glanced up to the sky, manifested signs of grief and re-
pentance, but at last beckoned to the messenger to take
away the basin with the cup to Eskandar. Zulqarneen
was much astonished, but communicated the mystery to
no one.

The next day Eskandar assembled his court, and ordered
the Hindu philosopher, with whom he had not yet had a
personal interview, to be brought to his presence. He
found the sage to be of a tall stature and robust constitu-
tion, and conjectured that such qualities were not peculiar
to philosophers, but nevertheless thought within himself
that if,in conjunction with them, this individual was also
endowed with acuteness of intellect and quickness of per-
ception, he must be a great phenomenon of his time. The
philosopher guessed the surmise of Eskandar, drew his
finger around his countenance, and then placed it on his
nose. When Zulqarneen asked for the meaning of this pan-